SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2011 |
ADVENT

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
YEAR B

Old Testament Isaiah 64:1-9

Psalm Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
New Testament 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Gospel Mark 13:24-37
OLD TESTAMENT
Isaiah 64:1-9

Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down,
that the mountains would tremble before you!
As when fire sets twigs ablaze
and causes water to boil,
come down to make your name known to your enemies
and cause the nations to quake before you!
For when you did awesome things that we did not expect,
you came down, and the mountains trembled before you.
Since ancient times no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who acts on behalf of those who wait for him.
You come to the help of those who gladly do right,
who remember your ways.
But when we continued to sin against them,
you were angry.
How then can we be saved?
All of us have become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags;
we all shrivel up like a leaf,
and like the wind our sins sweep us away.
No one calls on your name
or strives to lay hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us
and made us waste away because of our sins.

2

Yet, O LORD, you are our Father.
We are the clay, you are the potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
Do not be angry beyond measure, O LORD;
do not remember our sins forever.
Oh, look upon us, we pray,
for we are all your people.



PSALM
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

1

17

18

19

Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph like a flock;

you who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth
before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.

Awaken your might;
come and save us.

Restore us, O God;
make your face shine upon us,
that we may be saved.

O LorD God Almighty,
how long will your anger smolder
against the prayers of your people?
You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have made them drink tears by the bowlful.
You have made us a source of contention to our neighbors,
and our enemies mock us.

Restore us, O God Almighty;
make your face shine upon us,
that we may be saved.

Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand,
the son of man you have raised up for yourself.
Then we will not turn away from you;
revive us, and we will call on your name.

Restore us, O LORD God Almighty;
make your face shine upon us,
that we may be saved.

NEW TESTAMENT
1 Corinthians 1:3-9

® Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

*1 always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. * For in him you
have been enriched in every way—in all your speaking and in all your knowledge— ® because
our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. ' Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as
you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. ® He will keep you strong to the end, so
that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. ° God, who has called you into
fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.

GOSPEL



Mark 13:24-37

24«But in those days, following that distress,

(Y39

the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light;
the stars will fall from the sky,
and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’

25

26 «At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. %’
And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth
to the ends of the heavens.

28 «Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come
out, you know that summer is near. % Even so, when you see these things happening, you know
that it is near, right at the door. * I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away
until all these things have happened. * Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
never pass away.

$2<No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father. ** Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. **1t’s like a
man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned
task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch.

% «“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come
back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. * If he
comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. ¥ What I say to you, | say to everyone:
‘Watch!” ”

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2011 |
ADVENT

SECOND SUNDAY OF

ADVENT
YEAR B

Old Testament  lIsaiah 40:1-11
Psalm Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
New Testament 2 Peter 3:8-15a
Gospel Mark 1:1-8

OLD TESTAMENT
Isaiah 40:1-11

40 Comfort, comfort my people,
says your God.

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and proclaim to her

that her hard service has been completed,

2



that her sin has been paid for,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.

A voice of one calling:
“In the desert prepare
the way for the LORD;
make straight in the wilderness
a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be raised up,
every mountain and hill made low;
the rough ground shall become level,
the rugged places a plain.
And the glory of the LORD will be revealed,
and all mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the
LORD has spoken.”

A voice says, “Cry out.”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”

“All men are like grass,
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field.
The grass withers and the flowers fall,
because the breath of the LORD blows on them.
Surely the people are grass.
The grass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of our God stands forever.”

You who bring good tidings to Zion,
go up on a high mountain.
You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem,
lift up your voice with a shout,
lift it up, do not be afraid;
say to the towns of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power,
and his arm rules for him.
See, his reward is with him,
and his recompense accompanies him.
1" He tends his flock like a shepherd:
He gathers the lambs in his arms
and carries them close to his heart;
he gently leads those that have young.

10

PSALM
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

1 You showed favor to your land, O LORD;



you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your people
and covered all their sins.  Selah

I will listen to what God the LORD will say;
he promises peace to his people, his saints—
but let them not return to folly.

Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.

19 | ove and faithfulness meet together;

righteousness and peace kiss each other.
Faithfulness springs forth from the earth,

and righteousness looks down from heaven.
The LorD will indeed give what is good,

and our land will yield its harvest.
Righteousness goes before him

and prepares the way for his steps.

11
12

13

NEW TESTAMENT
2 Peter 3:8-15a

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years,
and a thousand years are like a day. ° The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some
understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come
to repentance.

0 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.

1 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You
ought to live holy and godly lives **as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.
That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the
heat. *® But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth,
the home of righteousness.

430 then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found
spotless, blameless and at peace with him.

GOSPEL
Mark 1:1-8

1 The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
21t is written in Isaiah the prophet:

“I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way”—



“a voice of one calling in the desert,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.” ”

* And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. ® The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to
him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. ® John wore clothing
made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. !
And this was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose
sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. ® I baptize you with water, but he will baptize

you with the Holy Spirit.”

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2011 |
ADVENT

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
YEAR B

Old Testament Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Psalm Psalm 126 or Luke 1:47-55
New Testament 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Gospel John 1:6-8, 19-28

OLD TESTAMENT

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

61 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,

because the LORD has anointed me
to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners,
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor
and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn,
and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness
instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise
instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the LORD
for the display of his splendor.



They will rebuild the ancient ruins

and restore the places long devastated,
they will renew the ruined cities

that have been devastated for generations.

“For I, the LORD, love justice;
| hate robbery and iniquity.
In my faithfulness | will reward them
and make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their descendants will be known among the nations
and their offspring among the peoples.
All who see them will acknowledge
that they are a people the LORD has blessed.”

10| delight greatly in the LORD;

my soul rejoices in my God.
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation
and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the soil makes the sprout come up
and a garden causes seeds to grow,
so the Sovereign LoRD will make righteousness and praise
spring up before all nations.

11

PSALM
Option A
Psalm 126

A song of ascents.

When the LORD brought back the captives to Zion,
we were like men who dreamed.
Our mouths were filled with laughter,
our tongues with songs of joy.
Then it was said among the nations,
“The LORD has done great things for them.”
The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are filled with joy.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like streams in the Negev.
Those who sow in tears
will reap with songs of joy.
He who goes out weeping,
carrying seed to sow,
will return with songs of joy,



carrying sheaves with him.

OR
Option B
Luke 1:47-55

47

. and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.

From now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name.

His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.

He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.

He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.

He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful

to Abraham and his descendants forever,
even as he said to our fathers.”

49
50
51
52
53
54

55

NEW TESTAMENT
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

18 Be joyful always; " pray continually; *® give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s
will for you in Christ Jesus.

¥ Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; *°do not treat prophecies with contempt. % Test everything.
Hold on to the good. % Avoid every kind of evil.

28 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole
spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 The one who
calls you is faithful and he will do it.

GOSPEL
John 1:6-8, 19-28

® There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. ’ He came as a witness to
testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. ® He himself was not the
light; he came only as a witness to the light.

¥ Now this was John’s testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask
him who he was. ?° He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Christ.”
?! They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”



He said, “I am not.”

“Are you the Prophet?”

He answered, “No.”

22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us.
What do you say about yourself?”

23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the desert,
‘Make straight the way for the Lord.” ”

24 Now some Pharisees who had been sent % questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if
you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”

26« baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. "He is
the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”

28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2011 |
ADVENT

FOURTH SUNDAY OF

ADVENT
YEAR B

Old Testament 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Psalm Luke 1:47-55 or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26
New Testament Romans 16:25-27
Gospel Luke 1:26-38

OLD TESTAMENT

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

[ After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, %he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a palace of cedar,
while the ark of God remains in a tent.”

¥ Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is
with you.”

*That night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying:

>“Go and tell my servant David, “This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a
house to dwell in? ° 1 have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of
Egypt to this day. | have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. * Wherever
| have moved with all the Israelites, did | ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to
shepherd my people Israel, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’

8 «Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: | took you from
the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel. ° I have been with you
wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now | will make
your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth. *° And I will provide a place for
my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be
disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning ** and



have done ever since the time | appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest
from all your enemies.
“ ‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you:

1% your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established

forever.

2 9

PSALM
Option A
Luke 1:47-55

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

OR

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.

From now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name.

His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.

He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.

He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.

He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful

to Abraham and his descendants forever,
even as he said to our fathers.”

Option B
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26

1

19

| will sing of the LORD’s great love forever;

with my mouth | will make your faithfulness known through all generations.
I will declare that your love stands firm forever,

that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself.

You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
| have sworn to David my servant,
‘I will establish your line forever
and make your throne firm through all generations.” ” Selah

Once you spoke in a vision,



to your faithful people you said:
“I have bestowed strength on a warrior;
| have exalted a young man from among the people.
| have found David my servant;
with my sacred oil | have anointed him.
My hand will sustain him;
surely my arm will strengthen him.
No enemy will subject him to tribute;
no wicked man will oppress him.
I will crush his foes before him
and strike down his adversaries.
My faithful love will be with him,
and through my name his horn will be exalted.
I will set his hand over the sea,
his right hand over the rivers.
He will call out to me, ‘You are my Father,
my God, the Rock my Savior.’

20
21
22
23
24
25

26

NEW TESTAMENT
Romans 16:25-27

2> Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, ° but now revealed
and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all
nations might believe and obey him— #’ to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus
Christ! Amen.

GOSPEL
Luke 1:26-38

2% 1n the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 2" to a virgin
pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. % The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is
with you.”

2% Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.
%9 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. * You will
be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. * He will be great
and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father
David, *and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”

¥ «“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

% The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. * Even
Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren
is in her sixth month. *” For nothing is impossible with God.”

%8 <] am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the
angel left her.



CHRISTMAS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2011 |
CHRISTMAS

NATIVITY OF THE LORD

CHRISTMAS EVE—PROPER 1
YEARS ABC

Old Testament  Isaiah 9:2—7

Psalm Psalm 96
New Testament Titus 2:11-14
Gospel Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)
OLD TESTAMENT
Isaiah 9:2—7

2 The people walking in darkness

have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow of death
a light has dawned.
You have enlarged the nation
and increased their joy;
they rejoice before you
as people rejoice at the harvest,
as men rejoice
when dividing the plunder.
For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
you have shattered
the yoke that burdens them,
the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor.
Every warrior’s boot used in battle
and every garment rolled in blood
will be destined for burning,
will be fuel for the fire.
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and peace
there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne



and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the LORD Almighty
will accomplish this.

PSALM
Psalm 96

1

10

11

12

13

Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the earth.
Sing to the LORD, praise his name;
proclaim his salvation day after day.
Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous deeds among all peoples.

For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;
he is to be feared above all gods.

For all the gods of the nations are idols,
but the LORD made the heavens.

Splendor and majesty are before him;
strength and glory are in his sanctuary.

Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
bring an offering and come into his courts.

Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness;
tremble before him, all the earth.

Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.”
The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved,;
he will judge the peoples with equity.
Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad;
let the sea resound, and all that is in it;
let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them.
Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy;
they will sing before the LORD, for he comes,
he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness
and the peoples in his truth.

NEW TESTAMENT
Titus 2:11-14



1 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. *? It teaches us to say
“No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in
this present age, *3while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God
and Savior, Jesus Christ, **who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to
purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.

GOSPEL
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

2 Inthose days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire
Roman world. ? (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)
¥ And everyone went to his own town to register.

%S0 Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the
town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. ® He went there to register
with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. ® While they were
there, the time came for the baby to be born, ” and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the
inn.

& And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. ° An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. ° But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people. ** Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to
you; he is Christ the Lord. *2 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths
and lying in a manger.”

¥ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying,

14" “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”

>\When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
1850 they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. *” When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them
about this child, *®and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. *° But
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. ?° The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they
had been told.
]
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2011 |
CHRISTMAS

NATIVITY OF THE LORD
YEARS ABC



CHRISTMAS DAY —PROPER 2
Old Testament  Isaiah 62:6-12

Psalm Psalm 97
New Testament Titus 3:4—7
Gospel (Luke 2:1-7) 8-20
OLD TESTAMENT
Isaiah 62:6-12

® | have posted watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem;

they will never be silent day or night.

You who call on the LORD,
give yourselves no rest,

and give him no rest till he establishes Jerusalem
and makes her the praise of the earth.

The LORD has sworn by his right hand
and by his mighty arm:
“Never again will I give your grain
as food for your enemies,
and never again will foreigners drink the new wine
for which you have toiled,;
but those who harvest it will eat it
and praise the LORD,
and those who gather the grapes will drink it
in the courts of my sanctuary.”

10 pass through, pass through the gates!

Prepare the way for the people.
Build up, build up the highway!
Remove the stones.
Raise a banner for the nations.

1" The LorDp has made proclamation

to the ends of the earth:
“Say to the Daughter of Zion,
‘See, your Savior comes!
See, his reward is with him,
and his recompense accompanies him.”’
They will be called the Holy People,
the Redeemed of the LORD;
and you will be called Sought After,
the City No Longer Deserted.

b

12

PSALM
Psalm 97



The LORD reigns, let the earth be glad;
let the distant shores rejoice.

Clouds and thick darkness surround him;
righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.
Fire goes before him
and consumes his foes on every side.
His lightning lights up the world;
the earth sees and trembles.
The mountains melt like wax before the LORD,
before the Lord of all the earth.
The heavens proclaim his righteousness,
and all the peoples see his glory.

All who worship images are put to shame,
those who boast in idols—
worship him, all you gods!

Zion hears and rejoices
and the villages of Judah are glad
because of your judgments, O LORD.

For you, O LORD, are the Most High over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.

10 Let those who love the LoRD hate evil,

for he guards the lives of his faithful ones

and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.
Light is shed upon the righteous

and joy on the upright in heart.
Rejoice in the LORD, you who are righteous,

and praise his holy name.

11

12

NEW TESTAMENT
Titus 3:4—7

4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, ° he saved us, not because of
righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, ® whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus
Christ our Savior, ”so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the
hope of eternal life.

GOSPEL
(Luke 2:1-7) 8-20
[



2 Inthose days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire
Roman world. ? (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)
¥ And everyone went to his own town to register.

*S0 Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the
town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. ® He went there to register
with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. ® While they were
there, the time came for the baby to be born, “and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the
inn.

]

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. ° An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. ° But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people. ** Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to
you; he is Christ the Lord. ** This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths
and laying in a manger.”

¥ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying,

14" “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”

>\When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

1850 they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. *" When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them
about this child, *®and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. *° But
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. ?° The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they
had been told.

CHRISTMAS DAY—PROPER 3
Old Testament  Isaiah 52:7-10

Psalm Psalm 98
New Testament Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)
Gospel John 1:1-14

OLD TESTAMENT

Isaiah 52:7-10

" How beautiful on the mountains

are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings,



who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion,
“Your God reigns!”
Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;
together they shout for joy.
When the LORD returns to Zion,
they will see it with their own eyes.
Burst into songs of joy together,
you ruins of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
The LorDp will lay bare his holy arm
in the sight of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth will see
the salvation of our God. *
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